July 28	, 2026
Meeting opened at: 1900
A quorum was present
Invocation
Guests:  None
Previous minutes were available prior to the meeting and approved 
Committee Reports:
· 2027 membership renewals are at 37%
· Finance report was presented
Sick Call:
- 	 None

Post Service Officer report:  
· Noted that the VFW withdrew support for Take Care of America’s Veterans Act, H.R. 9237 / S. 4744.due to section 108 which will help pay for the Act by changing future VA disability ratings for sleep apnea and tinnitus: The American Legion supports the bill and this has caused some tension between the organizations.
· 6 POW/MIA remains were identified.
· Offutt AFB will host an airshow on 8 & 9 August.  More information is available at:  https://www.defendersoffreedomairshow.com/
· The Veterans Mission of Mercy (VETMOM) Dental Clinic will provide a range of free dental services to eligible Nebraska veterans and their spouses at the Ashland Guard base on 28 & 29 August. Register for an appointment at: https://vetmom2026.rsvpify.com 
· Vietnam Veteran’s Reunion
· August 21-23 at the Holiday Inn in Kearney
· https://Vetsreunion.com  for more information
· Veterans Claims Clinic on August 11-12 from 9am – 5pm at the Bellevue University John B. Muller Administrative Building
· Veteran’s Appreciation Day at the State Fair
· Monday, September 7
· Program at 10:30 a.m.
· Parade at 1:-00 p.m.
· Nebraska Women Veteran’s Symposium
· September 18-20 at the Holiday Inn in Kearney
· https://veterans.nebraska.gov/womenveterans for more information
Old Business:
· [bookmark: _Hlk133655551]A Midsummers Mural on the east wall of the building
· Grant payment of $3,642 has been delayed but the mural committee selected the final design and the project is underway
· The artists are requesting help from members and the public on the following dates:
· Friday, 31 July, 9 – 10 p.m. tracing the design on the building
· Saturday, 1 August, 9-11 a.m. painting the mural (Open) 
· Avenue of Flags poles
· We need to purchase 100 new poles to replace the old iron ones and have enough for expansion
· Poles are $35 a piece with another $5 for hardware
· Dave Harrig will make a donation to the Veterans Memorial Fund, which should match the funds
· Loren Foged will contact the Veterans Memorial Fund trustees for approval and work the purchase of the new poles (Open)
· Cindy Mefford provided an update on the Gretna Veterans Memorial project
· The City of Gretna is expected to accept our counter proposal pending legal review 
· Still need to finalize a design and determine the cost (Open)
· Loren Foged contacted the city to see if they would acquire an appropriately sized flag for the pole at Peterson Park.
· The city provided a flag (Closed)
New Business:
· Department requested a donation of $.50 per member to the National Emergency Fund.  
· A motion was made and approved to donate $125 (Closed)
· Gifts for Yanks Who Gave
· Requested donation was $75
· A motion was made and approved to donate $100 (Closed)

Good of the Order:
· Ann Guy briefed that women veteran specialty plates are in the works for Nebraska (see Legislative Bill 972)
· Drasis Pajeda informed the members that he has contacted the Gretna Library and asked that they research which veterans who are represented in the Avenue of Flags were Killed In Action.
· Emily Rose Manart from the library has taken this on and has already made contact with us
· The Veterans Yoga Project is moving forward
· A meeting will be scheduled with the yoga instructor to establish dates and number of participants
· Watch for more information soon
· A number of patriotic t-shirts and Vietnam veteran hats were donated to the Post to give out.
· These are available for free in the lounge
· The 100th anniversary coins are still available
· Each member can receive 1 coin free of charge
· $10 for each additional coin
Upcoming Events:
· Buddy Check 22
· Hosted by the Legion and VFW to support fellow veterans and prevent veteran suicide
· Held the 22nd of each month at 6 p.m.
· All are encouraged to attend
· “Bee Day” will be Saturday, August 15
· Guest speaker
· Live bees
· Honey processing demonstration
· Free for all ages
· Sons of the American Legion no limit Texas Hold’em Poker Tournament
· Friday, August 28
· Flyers are posted around Post 216
· Details will be emailed out
· Summer Concert Series in the backyard
· August 29 
· $5 cover, open to all ages, free for kids under 12
· Midnight Special will perform
· Food available for purchase from Fat Jackie
· 2026 American Legion Riders Legacy Run will be stopping by Post 216 for lunch on Saturday, August 23
· The Military Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association Chapter 16-1 will host a poker run which will begin and end at Post 216 on Saturday, 28 September

Benediction: 

Meeting Adjourned: 7:33
